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Unsettled weather tonight
and tomorrow, with
occasional showers,
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FRANGE CONVINCED
THAT THE KAISER
WANTS TO FIGHT

Rouvier Now Said to
Show Delcasse’s Ap-
prehensions.

PEOPLE ARE AWAKENING

Germany’s Attitude Uncom-
promising on Points at Is-
sue Between Countries.

o (Special Copyright Cable.)

PARIS, June 17.—Unofficial France is
just awakening to the very serious sit-
uation in the negotiations with Germany
and is beginning to realize that the
. country may be on the brink of a great
war with her powerful neighbor. The
- government has been long aware of it.

M. Delcasse, according to a close
friend, long ago made up his mind that
Germany had gone to work deliberately
to force a quarrel on France, as soon as
the developments in the Far East
demonstrated that Russla had her hands
full with Japan and could give no as-
‘- sistance to her ally.

Ile was inclined, says this authority
to meet this situation fairly as the best
way of compelling the Kaiser to show
his hand. The Incredulity of his coi-
leagues as {0 Germany's intentions, de-
prived him of their support and his
ferignation became necessary.

Rouvier Now Convinced.

It is said now that M. Rouvier has
ccme to the same conclusion that M.
Deicasse had reached and belicves that
France .is faced by a crisis where she
must enter into a partnership with Ger-
many against the rest of Europe with
the Kaiser as senior partner, or must
take a stand where Germany must back
down - or fight. In the negotiations

- which have been pendirng between the
two countries, Germany has assumed
80 uncompromising an attitude that it
is plain she wants no settlements of the
points at issue on terms which France
can consistently grant except as an ally
for offcnse and defense.

It has been held out to France that
in an alliance between Francc and Ger-
many, she ecould dominate andé ulti-
mately divide Europe and the greater
part of the world.

Statesman Discusses Alliance,

A well known French statesman, in
speaking of this point said:

“It would be ail well for France to go
into such an alliance if there was any
assurance that with its aims .accom-
plished Germany would not then seek to
absorb France. It is this fear that pre-
vents France from considering such an
alilance seriously. Much will depend
u))on the attitude of tne other powers.
If it becomes evident that Franee is to
be left to meet the crisis alone, Germany
may perhaps have her way.

“If however, France is assured of the
Eroper backing the Kaiser's biuff may

e called, as you say in Amcrica.”

In the meantime the preparations for
trouble are being carried forward active-
1y but quietly.

England Is Getting Ready
And May Assist France

(Special Copyright Cable.)

LONDON, June 17.—England is get-
ting ready for trouble. While it is
hcped that the Franco-German crisis
may pass without serious consequences
the British government, which is watch-
ing developments very closely, is con-
vinced that this is by no means surc.
It is now sald on high authority that
the recall of the battleships from the
China squadron, which was announced
immediately after Togo's great victory,
was as much due to the ugly affairs in
Europe as to the fact that England’s
ally, controlled the Zastern seas.

There ig a conetant interchange of
views between Paris and London, and
Lord Lansdowne is kept promptly in-
formed of every move. France has been
promised the full backing of England,
not alone in the Moroccan affair, but in
the other matters in dispute. It is free-

1y stated privately that if Germany
pushes France into war England in
self-defense will have to go to her as-

sistance. This she is in position to do
with a freer hand than ever she has
been.

In Asia she is fully protected by the
Japanese alliance and Russia's present
impotency, while she is remarkably free
from her usual crop of “lit%le wars.”

Public opinion, it is believed, would
back England in helping Fruance, az
Germany has come to be regarded as
England's patural enemy in the fAgit
for the world’s commerce, and far-seeing
statesmen have long prophesied that an
armed clash between the two powers
was inevitable.

Every effective ship in the British
navy soon will be ready for active ser-
vice, and the preliminary steps for the
mobilization of the army already
have been taken. The armories and
arms factories are all running on full
time, and it would not take long for
Engiand to be on war footing.

It is not believed here that the United
States would be able to keep out of 1r,
if a general European war should be

recipitated. Her colonial interests must
ﬁe protected, and her Interests as a
world power, a formidable competitor
for the world's commerce would., it is
believed, compel her to take part in the
conflict.

MOODY TO REPORT
ON SANTA FE TUESDAY

Attorney General Moody announces
that on Tuesday statements will be
made public by the President and him-
self relative to the investigation of the

., Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-
cv;?‘tég?npan{emr alleged rebate-giving
to the Colorado Fuel and Iron Company.

The statements will explain the reason
for the withdrawal as speclal counsel
of Judson Harmon, of Cincinnati.

$17.00 to Indianapolis and Return

8 ennsylvania Rallroad. account Na-
}u‘::uf; Gyr)nnnstlc Festival. Tickets 5n
sale at Washington at above rate June

d 20; good returning until June 27
ﬁ&ve. onsult ticket agents.—Adv.

PENNSYLVANIA’S GOVERNOR

S. W. PENNYPACKER.
Philadelphia Reformers Look to Him to
Remove “Boss” Durham From
His State Office.

PENNYPACKER 1S
OUT OF MAGHINE

Will, It Is Said, Oust Dur-
ham From Office.

CHANGES IN CANDIDATES

Republican Leaders in Philadelphia De-
cide That Those Nominated
Must Step Aside. .

PHILLADELPHIA, June 17.—Governor
Pennypacker has been drawn into the
fight against the municipal grafters, and
his sympathy is with the reformers, The
governor, although he is a Philadel-
phian, and a former judge of common
pleas court here, held aloof from the
fight until the sensational disclosures
directly implicating “Boss” Israel W.
Durham as a partner in the McNichol

contracting syndicate, which has had
the taxpayers by the throat for ten
years, were made.

Since it happens that Durham is a

State official, holding the $20,000 a year
office of Insurance commissioner, the
governor now feels justified in taking
a hand in the dethronement of the lead-
er. Pennypacker hitherto has been
aligned with the ‘‘machine,” but only
by reason of his sincere personal admi-
ration for his cousin, the iate Senator

Quay. He publicly proclaimed the lat-
ter as ‘“‘greater than Henry Clay or
Daniel Webster,” but since Quay's

death there has been no bond connect-
ing the governor and the Republican
“gang."”

It is said today that he has announced
his determination to oust Durham from
the insurance commissionership, and to
take other measures calculated to aid
Mayor Weaver's crusade.

Warrants, it is said, have been issued
for the arrest of Durham, State Senator
McNichol., Peter E. Costello, the former
director of public works, whom Weaver
ousted, and John W. Hill, who has just
resigned as chief of the bureau of filtra-
tion.

Candidates Must Step Aside.

At a conference of the Republican
leaders held this morning it was definite-
ly decided that the present candidates
for sheriff coroner, and city commis-
sioners, should step aslde, and that new
men should be nominated in their piaces.
This is to be done in response to an
appeal of the union league for reform
within the party lines to save the party
from threatened defeat.

It is understood that the city commit-
tee will hold a conference with the

(Coﬁtlnued on Second Page.)

THE WEATHER REPORT.

Weather conditions are now unsettled
throughout the country, except in the
north Pacific States, with a trough of
low pressure extending from Texas to
the upper lakes, and a marked distur-
bance over the middle plateau. There
have been general rains and thunder-
storms over all districts east of the
Rocky Mountains, except the middle
Atjantic States and New England, and
also local showers In the northern
Plateau.

Temperatures have generally risen, ex-
cept in the upper late region, and they
are consideraply above the seasonal
average in the Ohio and upper Missis-
sippi valleys, the lower lake region, and
New England.

There will be showers and thunder-
storms tonight and Sunday in the Ohio
valley, the lower lake region, and the
Atlantic States, with lower tempera-
tures over the two former districts. Ir
the east Gulf States the weather will

be generally fair.

TEMPZRATURE.

THE
Sun sets today
Sun rises tomorrow

TIDE TABLE.
Low tide today........ -
High tide today....
Low tide tomorrow. a. m., 3:27 p.
High ti@e tomorrow..8:40 a, m., 9:15 p.m.

BOMBSHELL IN
GIVIL SERVIGE'S
MESSER INQUIR'

May Make Knox Fed-
eral Leader in Place
of Penrose.

REPORT OF COMMISSION

Story of Washington Men
Implicated in Phiiadelphia
Frauds Now Revealed.

Far-reaching political importance is
attached to the conclusion by the Civil
Service Commission of its inquiry into
the Messer and Parks Federal appoint-
ment cases in Philadelphia,

The connection of the persons named
with Samuel Salter’s ballot-box stuffing
expedition of 1893, a notcrious affair
known to all Philadelphians, has been
thoroughly investigated in the past few
days and some interesting announce-
ment is anticipated when Presjdent
Roosevelt receives the official report.

It is believed that the President, i1
view of the Philadelphia municipal up-
heaval, has determined to gather in-
formation direct as to the methods pur-
sued in the Quaker City to make the
Federal Government the mere instru-
ment and co-partner of the Philadelphia
machine in taking care of corrupt poli-
ticians who had done the *‘dirty work"
for the “gang.”” These men had to be
provided for in some official way and
the Federal Government was fourd to
be the easiest to manipulate, sinze the
Washington officials could not bes ex-
pected to be posted as to the malodo-
rous records of all the men recomm-~nd-
ed for oflice.

Knox the New Leader.

Perhaps the main result of the com-
mission’s recent inquiry has been to
develop this fact in a way that is likely
to satisfy the President of a few things
which may not have been entirely clear
to hizm heretofore. S-nator Penrose, the
dispenser of Federal patronage in Penn-
sylvania since Quay's death, has been
thoroughly {dentified with Durham, Mec-
Nicho! and the other recently discredited
local leaders in Philadelphia. This fact
is thought to have impressed the Presi-
dent with the idea that a centinuance
or favors to Penrose will eonvey the
undoubted impression that he approves
all the Senator’s political methods.

Such a supposition would be far
from the true Roosevelt teachings that
ir. Administration ecircles some drastic
action is expected, albeit in a quiet way.

It iIs accepted that Senator Knox will
be recognized as the President's per-
sonal representative in the making of
Federzl appointments in Pennsylvania
hereafter, znd that his recommendsa-
tions wil! not be those of corrupt poli-
ticians. The fact that Senator Xnox no
longer makes his home at Pittsburg,
from which city he was elected to the
Senate, but spends his time at Valiey
Forge, just in the suburbs of Philadel-
phia, strengthens the view that the
President may readily decide to consult

v

20

him chiefly hereafter instead of Pen-
rese.

The Commission’s Renort.
Civil Service Commissioner Greene

wasg again at his desk this morning
after his official visit to Philadelphia
with Commisecioner Alford W. Cooley.
atter has now gone to Cambridge,
, Yor the commencement festivities
at Harvard, from which he was grad-
uated ten years ago. He has a dupli-
cate copy the report on the Phila-
delphia case and when he has reviewed
it the original copy now in the hands
of Commissioner Greene will be sent
to the President. This will probably be
done on Tuesday next.

While the conclusions reached by the
commission will not be revealed prior
to their presentation to the Pregident,
it is thought the; will fully sustain the
charges ‘eral months ago by
Fobert D. Jenks, in behalf of the Civil
Service Reform Association of Phila-
delphii.  This means the commission
will adopt 1he view advanced to them,
that Deputy Internal Revenue Collec-
tor Messer's dismissal from office will
be for the good of the Federal service.

Base Practices Shown Up.

‘The commission’'s report S nine
typewritten pages, and goes at length
into the general conditions investigated
Yy them., It of especial interest to
hingiounians, as well s Pennsyl-
vanians n the Government service here,
since the whole scheme was laid bare by
a Washington man, while others
participated in the election frauds,

George K. Kirkland is the
who exposed the job. According to his
own story to the commission, he be-
came aware that a gang of election re-
peaters was going from Washington to
Philadelphia for the fall election of 1893,
The party was headed by a man named

of

cove;
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here

local man

Rogers, then a lieutenan of Capitol
police, and Clarence Messer, then a
clerk in the Library of Congress. They

intended to vote in numerous precinets

in the Quaker City, and relied or thelr
political pull to save them in cese of
arrest.
How the Gang Worked.

Kirkland communicated the details of
the plan to a Philadelphia newspaper
which had been aggressively fighting
ballot-box stuffing and was urged to
join the party of repeaters He did so

and accompanied them to Philadelphia,
where they stopped at the Hotel Scott.
near the Broad Street Station, just op-
posite City Hall

On the morning of election day they
got Into touch with Samuel Salter, then
deputy coroner, and, as alleged,
whole crowd, headed by Salter,

the
perpe-

(Conrtinued ¢n Second Page.)

$1.25 to Baltimore and Return, §1.2s.
Penrsylvania Railroad, Saturday and
Sunday; tickets good on all trains ex-
cept Congressional Limited, and good
for return until Sunday night.—Adv,

ROGKVILLE WEN
FULL OF FIGAT

Talbst and Viers Wanted to
Renew Battle Today.

THEIR FRIENDS INTERFERED

Postm-ste: and Former State’s Attor-
ney Eychanged Blows on Two
O-~casions Yesterday.

ROCKVILLE, M4, Junc 17.—The
trouble between PostmasiL T J.° P. B.
Viers and former States Atforney H.
Maurice Talbot, who had two fistic erni-
counters yesterday, broke out afresh
this mérning when the two men met in
front of the postofficec. There was a
rush on their part to get together, but
the younger Talbots were on the watch,
seized the former State’s attorney,
dragged him to his osfice and serenely
locked him up. Viers' friends in the
meanwhile caught and held him.

At 11 o'clock Viers left town for
Oiney to attend a clay pigeon shoot.
Talbot was induced to go to his home,
and for the present trouble has been
averted. Talbot has notified the State’s
attorney that he will carry a pistol and
protect himself from Viers.

for a long time there has been bad
blood between Viers and Talbot. It is
said that several years agc, when Tal-
bot was State’'s attorney, he was asked
by Viers to prosecute a ¢artain case, and
declined to do so. Since then the two
men have been enemies. Just why the
oid trouble should have broken out
yesterdav 1o one seems to  Kknow.
Talbot’s friends say Viers was “looking
for trouble,”” while the postmaster’'s ad-
herents are as certain that he was not.

Beginning of Trouble.

Viers was sitting in front of the
town hall, where the Talbots have
their law offices, yesterday. It is said
the former was obstructing the door-
way when Thomas Talbuc started out
on street. Talbot asked Viers to
move. Viers declined,
in the face by Talbot. The men elinch-
ed just as H. Maurice Talbot, Thomas
Talbot’s tother, appeared. The elder Tal-
bot went to his son's assistance, and
struck Viers. Then there followed a
general mix-up. _A\ttru.('tf'd to the scene
by the scuffling, Justice of the Peace
Joseph Reading and several others in-
tervened, and separated the belligerents,
The justice w somewhat disfigured as
the result of peace-muking efforts,

I.ater ir the afternoon the two Talbots
and Viers were arraisned before Jus-
tice of the Peace Clifford Robertson, ana
fined $1 and costs each. After deposit-
ing $£2.55 apiece, they departed,
was hoped the trouble was over,

A Second Encounter.

An hour later H. Maurice Talbot and
Viers met on the street, and Viers sug-
gested that since fines had been paid
and the two were alone, they proceed
to settle their differences. The men
went at it without more ado, and Tal-
bot was knocked down. Friends inter-
fered, and an armistice was declared.

Friends of both Viers and the Talbots
went to work to try and patch up peace,
but met with little enccuragement from
e¢ither side. Peace waTrapts were sug-
gested, but both Talbat 2znd Viers de-
clined to swear one cut. Viers declar-
ing that he was *‘nct =fraid ot Talbot."”
Thus the matter rested vnel this morn-
ing, when friends prevernted a renewal
of hostilities.

the

ALEXANDRIAN GETS
TWELVE MUNTHS IN JAIL

Richard C. Burnett vrea i esterday con-
victed in the corporavon court of Alex-

andria of sellinz liquor without a Ii-
cence, and was gentcnced to pay a tine
of $300 and spend the next twelve
months of his life in th- Alexandria
county Jjail

Burnett is known as the much-in-
dicted man of Alexandria. It is said
that hardly a grand jury has missed

indicting him for some offense in the
last few yvears. His wife was indicted
with him, but on motlon of State's At-

torney Brent she was dismissed. It is
said that one of the witnesses varied
the evidence he gave yester-
i what he sald before the
grand jury. A mation to set aside the
verdiet was overruled, but a stay of

judgment was granted for thirty day

Burnett was defended by Messrs.
Machen and Moncure. The former was
very sarcastic In his references to the
grand jury.

and was struck |

and it{

MAY PEPRESENT JAPAN AT PEACE NEGOTIATIONS

Zrero MARSHELL  Yama cars
From Storrograsbeligyripht for-by HCwWuTe M1

TAFT NOT EAGER
10 60 ON BENGH

War Secretary Remains in
Presidential Race.

NOT TO SUCCEED FULLER

Taft Is the Favorite Sou of the Ad-
ministration for the Koose-
velt Succession.

Secretary of War Taft has not heard
of the plan to place him on the Supreme
Bench in succession to Chief Justice
Melville W. Fuller, thus taking him out
of the list of serious Presidential possi-
bilities.

This assertion is made unequivocally on
authority which unquestionably is abso-
lute. The Secretary has been represent-
éd in some recent dispatches as about
to be withdrawn from the Presidentiai
lists by reason of his impending eleva-
tion to the Chi-«r Justiceship. Not enly
is this not true, but it is said on equally
good authority that the Secretary of
War is not aspiring to the judicial posi-
tion,

Extreme interest was developed in po-
litical circles by the reports printed in
several newspapers that the Secretary
would soon be taken trom the array of
aspirants for the Roosevelt succession.
It was represented that this decision of
the matter would leave Senator Foraker
a free field in Ohlo, and would also take
the Roosevelt Administration out for
consideration as a facter in determin-
ing the succession. Secretary Taft has
been looked upon as the candidate most
favored by the President, and this be-
lief has been much strengthened by re-
cent activities of Secretary Taft.

Denial Is Significant.

There is, therefore, especial signifi-

cance in the prompt and definite denial
of the Chief Justiceship story which wa¥
ferthcoming today. It is considered by
politicians as tantamount to placing the
Secretary of War indefinitely in the
Presidentfal field; it makes very appar-
ent that there will be a contest for con-
trol of the Ohio delegation unless con-
ditions greatly change; it is taken to
immn that the Roosevelt Administration
will permit its followers to understand
that it has a favorite son, and that the
head of the War Department is the pre-
ferred one.

Secretary Taft has very plainly been
the actual premier amon the Presi-
dent's advisers for some time past.
i has been put forth as the spockesman of
the Administration in zome important
matters. He has clearly aligned himself
as the Cabinet expconent of the ‘‘Roose-
velt idea.”” He has been accepted as
the man most likely to make appeal to
the country as a representative of the
+ Rocsevelt type of thought and action.
He has peen growing from day to day
into a larger figure on the Presidential
horizon.

No Indecorous Side-Taking.

It is well known that the President has
given assurance that he will not in-
decorously take sides or allow the Ad-
ministration to be forced into the posi-
tion of apparently doing so. But the fol-
lowers of the President will make their
choice of candidates; and Secretary Taft
has been more and more looked upon as
the leader around whom they would be
likely to rally.

With Secretary Taft out of "it, Vice
President Falrbanks would be the domi-
nating figure at this time. It is not too
much to say that Mr. Fairbanks himself
believes he would have an easy wav to
the White House if Taft were to keep
out of {t, or if the Ohio flght between
Taft and Foraker should render both
unavailable. :

This is the dellcate situation which
Secretary Taft's friends are consider-
ing, it is said, with much concern. Thelr
beliaf, it is understood, is that Ohio's
choice will be largely influenced by the
attitude of the rest of the country. The
Taft following believes that it will be-
come apparent to Obhloans that the
ccuntry at large prefcrs Taft to For-
aker; and this they expect will turn the
scale in Ohio in favor of the Secretary
of War. Ohilo loves a winner. 3

The possibility of the Mberal element
of the party being divided between Taft
and some new man, such as LaFollette,
is considerably discussed.

Shaw, Foraker, Fairbanks and Cannon
apoarently stand to divide allegiance of
the conservative elements of the party,
and that one man shoald have the sup-
port of all the liberals is r irded by
politicians as almost impossibie.

LaFollette would appeal to Is
while Taft would rather be ci d as
a Hberal. But, while there much

discussion of the pessibility of a4 middle-
Western LaFollette movement develop-
ing, It is considered by politicians as ex-
tremely nebulous thus far.,

He |

OGEAN SHIP AFIRE
~ RAGES INTO DOCK

Kansas City Lands Her Pas-
sengers in Safety.

ALL PREPARED FOR WORST

Life Boats Ready, Water Casks Filled,
and Boxes Provisicned in
Five Minutes.

NEW YORK, June 17.—With her decks
sizzling ho* from a fire that was rag-
ing in her lower forward hold and be-
tween decks, the Savannah liner, Kan-
sas City, raced to her dock at the foot
of Charlten street, North river, today.

Her sixty passengers were gathered
at the rail when the ship went past
the Quarantine Station, ready to leave
the burning vessel when the gang plank
was lowered at the pier.

Rescue at Hand.

Three revenue cutters and a small
fleet of tugs accompanied the Kansas
City after she hsd made her plight
known to the signal station at Sandy

Hook, in case they were needed.

When the fire was discovered, early
today, at a point off Barnegat, there
was a panic on the vessel. Women
fainted when clouds of smoke curled up
alongside the rails and through the
cabins.

Sleep Amidst Danger.

Those in the forward cabins were un-
ceremoniously thrown out by the ships
officers. Many were found asleep in
these cabins not knowing that smoke
was filling their staterooms and that
they were in peril.

The crew of the ship acted with the
utmost cooiness. The fire was discov-
ered at 6:30 o'clock. ive minutes later
every lifeboat on the vessel was made
rﬂadi‘, 1ter casks filed and water-
tight boxes provisioned.

Steam Turned On.

Capt. Lewis immediately ordered steam
turned into the hold and into the space
between decks forward.

At the same time Chief Officer Ham-
ilton with a volunteer crew went down
into the hoid to locate the fire and de-
termine in how great danger the ship
was. That it was great was evidenced
by the faci, upon their return to the
upper deck nearly suffocated, the great-
est hurry order was made to get every-
thing ready to abandon the ship.

At this moment the tug boat MeCal-
din Brother came alo: response
to the frantie Tiis of the big
Sa wah hner. The lin Brother |
remained alengside e off the

ngers and assist in ight-

Cutters Meet Steamer.
At gquarantine the revenue cutters were
notified. They made haste to meet the
vessel as she came up the bay at full

speed. The cutter Hudson
Captain Lewis sung out to the
mander cf the cutter:

“Stand by us to the pier. We are on

fire and the fire is not under control.’

The cutter Calumet, anchorage cutter
Manhattan, and immigration -cutter
Immigrant, followed the Hudson and
made fast to the burning ship, thus
greatly reassuring the passengers who
were crowding the rail, some of the
women hysterical with fright.

At the Battery the fire boat McClellan |
was anchored. Through some error she

toward quarantiné on the alarm

the

raced
received at

HOCH WRITING BOGK g
TO PAY COURT EXPENSES

CHICAGO, June 17.—To obtain money,
$700, to take his to the supreme
court in the of saving his neck,
Johann Hoch writing a book. He
says it will be the real, e story eof
his life and marrying adv He

case
hope

is

i

believes he can sell it to a publisher for
$700.

Already he has wrltten one chapter
of his tale, which covers sixty closely |
written pages. This chapter is now be- |
ing revis , and he says when he lms‘
the foundation and commencement of
his story weill in hand it will be easy

to write the rest of the book.

$r12.20 to> Niagara Falls and Return

Via Pennsylvania Railroad, account Im-
perial Council, A. / O. of Mvstie
"Miekets sold June 18 and 19

Shrine.
i i until June 24,
P wayment of 30 ce
30. "Two through trains dai
and quickest route. Tickets good re-
turning via Philadelphbia, if desired, with
stopover Gt that point.—Adv.

1d

PAN WAY HOE
CIVEN CONSENT
T0 ARMISTICE

Orders to Stop War Pos-
sibly Sent to Oyama
and Linevitch.

ST. PETERSBURG REPORT

Marshal Yamagata to Head
Plenipotentiaries If Ito
Remains Home.

(Special Copyright Cable.)

ST. PETERSBURG, June 17.—It is re-
ported here that Japan has consented to
a short armistice and that instructions
have been sent to Linevitch and Oyama
to arrange for a cessation of hostili'ies
pending the meeting of the p sce cum-
missions.

The report has not yet been verified.

It is expected that an announcement of
the personnel of the plenipotentiaries will
be made not Jater than next Tuesday
and that the first meeting will be held
some time in July.

The industrial situation is growing
more threatening. Strikes are spread-
ing and there is an increase in the dis~

;}xrbance growing out of peace negotia=
ons.

England Protests Sinking
Of an English Ship

ST. PETERSBURG. June 17.—Strong
representations were made to the Rus-
silan government this afternoon on the
part of Great Britain in connection with
the sinking of merchant vessels belong-
ing to neutral powers.

The representations especially deat
with the sinking of the St. Kilda, a Brit=
ish steamer, by the Russian auxiliary
cruiser Dnieper not far from Hongkong
on June 5.

The St. Kilda was c ptured by the

Dnieper on June 4. A prize crew was
placed on beard.

On the following morning, when the
vessel was out of sight ~f land, the prize
crew fixed a torpedo to the stern of the
steamer and ‘then deserted her. The
torpedo fafled to explode, however, and
the Dnieper, which had lingered near,

fired on the steamer until she went
domn.

Forty-one Chinamen of the St. Kilda's
crew aad her mails were transferred b
the Dnieper to the Torres in Malaccs
Strait and landed at Singapore.

General Linevitch’s Forces
Now Entirely Encompassed

(Specfal Copyright Cable.)

TOKYO, June 17.—Unofficial reports
from Manchuria indicate that the lines
of Kawamura, or the extreme east of
the Japanese front, and thuse of Nogi,
on the extreme left. have come together:
and that the :im of Uyama since the
fighting before Lioyvani began, to hedgs
in the Russians with a complete circla
of steel, has practically been completed.

The narrow gap along the railroad is
alone unclosed and this probably will be
closed in a short time unless an armis-
tice is arranged. It is said on what
seems good authority that ‘cvertures
have been made by Russia for an ar-
mistice, and that the request is now un-
der consideration of the grand council

and the general staff. There is a strong
feeling here against any cessation of

hostilities until the plenipotentiaries
have met. If Japan grants the armis-

tice, it will be on account of Ler friend-
ship for the United States.

Marquis Ito has not yet Getermined
whether he will be able to stand the
strain of directing the negotiations. If
he should decide in the negative, it is
the general belief that Marshal Yama-
gati will head the Japanese delegation.

Russia has given formal notice to this
Government that M. Nelidoff, the Czar's
ambassador at Paris, will be one of her
plenipotentiaries, “and Japan, it is cer-
tain, will appoint Marquis Ito as the
chief of her commission, if the aged
statesman’s health will permit.

It is expetted here that the entire per-
scnnel of the joint commis: will not
be announced or even de nined for
another week, with the chances that the
selections will not =~ completed for a
fertnight.

The exchanges at this time have to do
mainly with I ng a time for the as-
scmbling of the conferees, but sugge
tions are also to be made as to the nume
ber of the plenipotentiaries. There will

was first. | pe either two or three, according to the
com- ! present intention.

Credit for United Japan;
Disrupted Russia Bankrupt

NEW YORK, June 17.—A
trast is presented by the fi
tion in Japan and the
been reached i Russia.

In Japan the government is preparing
to float a new loan which can be obtain-

startling con-
ncial situa-
that has

eri

ed easily in America or Englaund, with
whi to return to the people of Japan
the 100,000 advanced by »m  for
war par Ses.

In Russia, according to the dispatches
from St. Petersburg. today, the interna-
tional ez has reached a formidable

shape and a panic marked the closing
of the bourse.

Parnic Threatens.
lotte

Government * bends, kich had

gone to 415 rubles at the beginning of
the week on the prospect of peace, drop-
ped to 397 rubles, and all other secur-
ties are weak. The government, its

credit at home and abroad impaired, and
at its wits’ ends for money. is threaten=-
ed with a great domestic industrial up-
heaval. :

There is another strike at the
Iron Werks, where the J 3
beg: 1z,060 men

, and

railway
<, an‘i the
on the

traing in Siberian railwe
Demands are made rerywhere for
political as well as.economic reforma




